
Many thanks are extended to Eloise Bryant Tinley
and Robert Wilson for their terms of service to
the Historical  Society of Plainfield/Drake House
Museum.  Their time and talent will be treasured
forever. Their guidance took the Society through
some  trying  economic  times,  and  the  Society
endured to continue the legacy that was started
back in 1921, when ordinary citizens of Plainfield
banded together to save the Drake House from
demolition.   This  was  the  start  of  historic
preservation in Plainfield.

My first encounter with a visit to the Drake House
is relatively cloudy in my memory.  I remember
seeing the Drake  House when my father would
take us grocery shopping to the A & P that was
located across the street.  My fourth grade class
from Jefferson School  took a trip  to the Drake
House, but I did not go because I was sick that
day.  I was so disappointed.  My sister, Judy, was
a docent at  the Drake House.  This  service was
provided by the local Girl Scouts troop, and my
mother and her friend, Barbara Krienke, were the
leaders. My first inside visit to the Drake House
was  not  seared  into  my  memory  because  the
Drake House was always a part of my childhood
experience.  I  did not need to enter to realize
the  importance  of  the  Drake  House.   To a  kid
from a family whose maternal great-grandfather
was  the  gardener  at  the  Ford  Mansion  in
Morristown  and  whose  paternal  grandparents
were immigrants by way of Ellis Island and Fall
River,  Massachusetts,  the  Drake  House  was  a
special, old, historic house and was awe inspiring
because  it  reached  back  in  history  to  the
Revolutionary  War  and  General  George
Washington.
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Now I am fully involved in the history of the Drake
House, Drake family, and Plainfield.  I am honored
to  pass  along  any  knowledge  that  I  have
accumulated  along  the way to  anyone who will
listen and take note, and who are then willing to
pass  on  to  others  about  the  rich  history  of
Plainfield.

The Drake House has been listed in The Papers of
George Washington, a project of the University of
Virginia,  Charlottesville,  and  the  Mount  Vernon
Ladies  Association,  as  George  Washington’s
Headquarters  during  the  Battle  of  Short  Hills.
This honor raises the academic status of the Drake
House.   The second owner of  the Drake House,
John Harberger, was  an original  member  of  the
Washington  Association,  which  was  the
organization  that  saved  the  Ford  Mansion  in
Morristown.   The  fascination  with  George
Washington  survived  through  two owners  of  the
House  until  the  House  fell  into  unprincipled
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hands, and then the House was  finally saved
by local Plainfield area residents. 

Walking through the doors of the Drake House,
you can walk back into history of the Colonial
period, Revolutionary War period, and then fast
forward  one  hundred  years  to  the  Victorian
period,  industrial  age,  Civil  War  period,  and
experience ways of life and objects that give

meaning to the present and all those that have
walked before us.    
 
I urge all of you who read this newsletter to talk
about  the Drake House,  and bring a  friend or
relative.  The  Drake  House  was  at  the
crossroads of the Revolution, and it has survived
237 years and is still going strong.  

    

The  Historical  Society  of  Plainfield
participated in Union County’s “Four Centuries
in a Weekend, Celebrating New Jersey’s 350th

Birthday,  1664-2014,”  on  Saturday,  October
18, 2014, and Sunday, October 19, 2014.

The Drake House Museum was among the 27
Union  County  historic  sites  on  tour  that
celebrated  historic  moments  in  New  Jersey
history.

There was a special exhibit at the Drake House
Museum, entitled “Sousa’s Historic Concert in
Plainfield  –  1892.”   On Sunday, October  19,
2014,  musical  selections  by  PAAAS  Wind
Ensemble  under  the  direction  of  Gregory  O.
Williams were played.  

In 1892, John Philip Sousa left the command of
the United States Marine Band and formed his
own  professional  concert  band.   The  band
made its  public  debut  at  the Stillman Music
Hall, 216 West Front Street, Plainfield, NJ, on

Monday, September 26, 1892.  Sousa then toured
North America and the world as “The March King”
for  the  next  forty  years,  playing  over  15,000
concerts.  Sousa and His Band brought music to
the people, and Sousa’s Band became the model
for the growth of community concert bands, high
school  bands  and  music  education  throughout
America.

The exhibit is still on display in the second floor
ballroom  of  the  Drake  House  Museum  thru
December 2014. 

All students who visited the Drake House Museum
during the Four Centuries in a Weekend received a
special Sousa “The March King” activity sheet.

During the event, there were approximately 200
people who visited the museum.

Please join us in learning about New Jersey and
Plainfield history.  Tours are available on Sundays
from 2 pm – 4 pm and by appointment.

Message from page 1

2014-2015 Historical Society of Plainfield Board Members
Nancy Piwowar (President),  Gail Scott Bey (1st Vice President),  Molly Banta (2nd Vice President),
Sandy Gurshman (Recording Secretary), Carlos Cardozo (Treasurer), Liz D’Aversa,  Andrea Kee,

Paul Pannone, Diane Pender, Elizabeth Rifino,  Angela Williams, Robert H. Wilson

Four Centuries in a Weekend



Page 3 The Communiqué

“The events of 1914 through 1918 shaped the
world,  and  United  States,  and  the  lives  of
millions of people.” from The World War One
Centennial Commission Act, January 14, 2013.

From  2013  to  2019,  the  World  War  One
Centennial Commission will commemorate the
centennial  of  the  Great  War.   More  than
4,000,000  men  and  women  from  the  United
States served in uniform, including two future
Presidents:  Harry  S.  Truman  and  Dwight  D.
Eisenhower.  Two million individuals from the
United States served overseas during World War
One.  200,000  naval  personnel  served  on  the
seas.   The  United  States  suffered  375,000
casualties,  including  116,516  deaths.   The
centennial  of  World  War  One  offers  an
opportunity for people in the United States to
learn about and commemorate the sacrifices of
their predecessors, and to understand how the
events of 100 years ago affected our nation, its
people and the word ever since. (courtesy of
www.worldwar-1centennial.org/)

The  Historical  Society  of  Plainfield  will
participate  in  the  commemoration  of  World
War  One  by  helping  the  World  War  One
Centennial  Commission  identify  the
monuments located within the City limits that
are dedicated to World War One.  

The City of Plainfield has a number of World
War  One  monuments  including  the  Plainfield
Veterans’ Monument at City Hall and the World
War One bronze tablet located inside City Hall,
the Flagpole monument on Watchung Avenue,
flagpole  monument  at  St.  Mary’s  Church,
Crescent Avenue Presbyterian Church memorial
tablet,  Grace  Episcopal  Church  memorial
tablet  and  Plainfield  High  School  memorial
tablet.  There may be others. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  War
Memorial Flagpole monument at Watchung
Avenue is listed in the Archives and Special
Collections,  Smithsonian  American  Art
Museum.  The artist was Gaetano Cecere
(1894-1985).   More  detailed  information
will be written for a future edition of the
newsletter.

The  Historical  Society  is  requesting  the
assistance  of  the  Public  to  identify  any
others  that  may  be  located  at  churches,
parks,  or  other  places.   Pictures  will  be
taken and descriptions will be written, and
then  submitted  to  the  World  War  One
Centennial Commission. If you know of any
other  World  War  One  monuments,  please
submit  information  to  the  Drake  House
Museum.

The Historical Society is planning a future
exhibit  about  World  War  One  and  the
impact  to  the  City.   Plainfield  lost  a
number of young men, and the Historical
Society  has  a  notebook  which  contains
information  about  these  45  casualties  of
war. Former Mayor Leighton Calkins lost his
only son.  Many of these men died from the
Influenza Pandemic of 1918-1919, and the
City of Plainfield also suffered great losses
from  the  Influenza  Pandemic.   One  of
Plainfield’s  World  War  One  surviving
veterans  was  Evarts  Tracy  who  was  the
pioneer  camouflage  officer  of  World  War
One,  and  who  was  a  member  of  the
architectural  firm that designed the 1903
buildings of Muhlenberg Hospital.

(Article about LTC Tracy on www.worldwar-
1centennial.org/)

  

Centennial of World War One
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Plainfield was a hub of culture, early technology and inventions, artistic talent, banking and finance,
medicine, and legal ideas. Plainfield is referenced in many places outside the boundaries of the City. If
you travel to Johnston, Vermont, you will see a road side historic sign with Plainfield, NJ listed.  This sign
was erected to honor Julian Scott, a Vermont favorite son, who moved to Plainfield after the Civil War,
and lists Plainfield, New Jersey, as his place of death.  Julian Scott was a recipient of the Medal of Honor
and is buried in Hillside Cemetery.   This sign information was sent to the Drake House Museum by an
employee of Eastern National, the nonprofit arm of the National Park Service.

In  your  travels,  if  you  see  a  Plainfield  reference,  please  send an  email  of  location  and  identifying
information for inclusion in the Communique.

Plainfield Near and Far

Julian Scott Historical Road Marker in Johnson, Vermont
http://northernnewenglandvillages.com
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This  Historical  Society  of  Plainfield  is  pleased  to  announce  that  we  now  have  a  lifetime
membership for $500.  

The Historical Society of Plainfield cordially invites you to join. Membership fees support and help
to expand our activities. Members receive our newsletters and invitations to programs throughout
the year. Members are also welcome to participate in the many volunteer opportunities available.
It is critical that the Society continue to educate the people of Plainfield and surrounding areas
about the history of Plainfield, the Drakes and New Jersey.

Please make checks payable to The Historical Society of Plainfield. Membership donations are
tax-deductible.
 

The Historical Society of Plainfield received an operating support grant from the New Jersey Historical
Commission, a division of the Department of State. Funding has been made possible in part by the New
Jersey Historical Commission, a division of Department of State through a grant administered by the
Union County Division of Cultural and Heritage Affairs, the Garden State Historic Preservation Trust
administered by the New Jersey Historic Trust/State of New Jersey, the Union County Open Space,
Recreation  and Historic  Preservation  Trust  Fund,  the  City  of  Plainfield,  the  Plainfield  Cultural  and
Heritage  Commission,  McCutchen  Foundation,  the  Plainfield  Foundation,  the  Union  Foundation,  EJ
Grassmann Trust, the Pond Foundation, the 1772 Foundation in cooperation with the New Jersey Historic
Trust and the New Jersey Cultural Trust Fund.

The Historical Society of Plainfield welcomes new Board of Trustee member Angela Williams. Angela
lived in Plainfield for many years before moving to a neighboring town. Angela was educated in
Plainfield for a short time and even educated her son in Lutheran School on Front Street.  Recently
she returned to Union County College and is scheduled to graduate in May 2015.  Her goal is to
continue her studies at Montclair University or Rutgers University.

 
Angela met Nancy Piwowar, president of the Historical Society of Plainfield, while supporting the
"Save Muhlenberg Hospital" organization.   This issue is very important to her.

The Drake House has been a landmark cornerstone in the community since she was a child.  She
visited the Drake House on a class trip while in Clinton School. She’s a believer in the importance of
history. For Angela, being a trustee is a great honor. She is excited to work with a dedicate group of
stewards.

Again, let’s welcome to Angela to the team!

Welcome New Trustee

New: Lifetime Membership
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Thanks are extended to Lamont Blowe and Nancy Fiske for all their support of the Historical Society of
Plainfield through the years.  With the closing of the Pillars, the Historical Society has a need for host
and hostess support for out-of-town speakers who are or will be scheduled for the speaker programs at
the Drake House in the future.  Your hospitality would be of great assistance for room and board, and
aid in keeping costs down for the Society.  If anyone has a room to donate or would like to be on an on
call list, please call the Drake House at (908) 755-5831 or email drakehouseplainfieldnj@gmail.com.
Thank you for your consideration.
 

Wanted: Speaker Support

The Historical Society of Plainfield has been fortunate to receive grant funding from [Union County -
need  exact  wording]  for  an  archival  inventory  project.   Debra  Schiff,  consultant,  has  been
meticulously going through the many decades of paper memorabilia.  She has worked over 52 hours,
and has inventoried a total of 438 items.  Currently she is focusing on the photograph and postcard
collections, rehousing the items into polyester sleeves and placing the sleeves into albums.  Recent
interesting  finds  include  an exterior  rear  view of  the Drake  House  showing  a  skylight  and seven
photographs showing the demolition of the Babcock building.

Brando Galarza, an 11th grade student at Plainfield High School, is assisting by entering the exhibits
collection information into an Excel spreadsheet.  

The goal of this  archives inventory project is  to complete an accurate inventory of items and to
complete finding aids for researchers, historians, and the public.

Drake House Archives Inventory Project

Membership Donation Form

Name_________________________________ Date_____________________________

Address_______________________________  Phone____________________________

City, State, Zip_________________________  E-mail____________________________

[  ] Individual $25.00 [  ] Contributing  $50.00
[  ] Family $35.00 [  ] Sustaining  $100.00 or more
[  ] Sr. Citizen $15.00 [  ] Corporate  $100.00 or more
[  ] Matching Fund $__________ [  ] Lifetime  $500.00

Please make checks payable to: The Historical Society of Plainfield and mail to:
602 West Front Street  ,   Plainfield, NJ 07060-1004.  Membership donations are tax-deductible.

mailto:drakehouseplainfieldnj@gmail.com
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The Raritan-Millstone Heritage Alliance, Inc.

On April 11, 1996, representatives of several
nonprofit  organizations  joined  forces  in  a
project  which,  according  to  their  mission
statement,  was  “dedicated  to  broadcasting
the  rich  resources  of  the  Raritan  Valley  by
promoting tourism.”

First  known  as  the  “Road  Up  Raritan”
Alliance, the group consisted of organizations
as  diverse  as  Buccleuch  Mansion  in  New
Brunswick, the Metlar-Bodine House Museum
in  Piscataway,  the  Franklin  Inn  in  East
Millstone,  and  the  Van  Harlingen  Historical
Society  museum in Montgomery.  The group
was  chartered  on  June  19,  1966,  at  the
Symen Van Wickle (now the headquarters of
the Meadows Foundation) in Somerset.

The organization soon blossomed to  include
many  sites  in  Middlesex  and  Somerset
counties, linking Perth Amboy on the Raritan
with Rocky Hill on the Millstone.  The rivers
run  through  a  valley  rich  in  the  unique
heritage and culture of central New Jersey –

The Historical Society of Plainfield invites one
and all to the eighteenth Annual Tree Lighting
Ceremony on December 12, 2014 at 6:30 pm.
This  is  a  festive  evening  of  caroling,  gift
giving,  and  refreshments.   This  year's
Gingerbread House will once again be awarded
to one lucky family.  

Santa will  be making a surprise visit,  with a
gift for every child.  In addition to the large
Christmas tree in the ballroom, there will be
three  decorated  theme  trees  in  the  period
rooms of the Museum.

This program is free to the public.

an area that has continually contributed to the
richness and strength of our United States.

The  mission  of  the  Road  Up  Raritan  Millstone
Alliance,  now  known  as  the  Raritan-Millstone
Heritage Alliance,  is  to  help the sites  preserve
and promote their rich and eventful heritage and
culture  through  educational,  interpretive
activities,  and  materials;  and  to  promote,
publicize, and develop tours and programs of the
historic resources along the river trails.  

The  Alliance  now  includes  under  its  umbrella
more  than  150  historic  buildings,  parks,  and
structures  of  historic  significance.   For  more
information,  please  the  website
www.raritanmillstone.org.

This  information  is  courtesy  of  the  Raritan-
Millstone Heritage Alliance,  Inc.   The Historical
Society of Plainfield was invited to join, and did
so.  The Drake House has  copies  of  the fourth
edition  of  “Guide  to  Historic  Sites  in  Central
Jersey”  provided  by  the  Raritan-Millstone
Alliance  Heritage,  Inc.  These  guide  books  are
free,  and can  be  picked  up on  Sundays  during
open hours.  

The Historical  Society of Plainfield welcomes
any monetary donations and new toys. Please
make  check  or  money  order  payable  to
“Historical Society of Plainfield.” New toys can
be dropped off to the Drake House Museum;
please call (908) 755-5831 to schedule a drop
off time.

Eighteenth Annual Tree Lighting 
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Sousa Trivia
Did you know that... 

...  Sousa performed 15,622 concerts  after  he first  played in Plainfield,  NJ throughout his  40 year
career.

... Sousa and his baseball team played the first baseball game on European soil at the Paris Exposition
in 1900.

… Sousa coined the phrase “canned music.”*

... Sousa has several hundred pairs of custom-made shoes.

... Sousa authored three novels and an autobiography.

...  Sousa was the first composer to have a piece of music” officially” recognized by the American
government.

...Sousa wrote fifteen operettas.

... Sousa wrote “Stars and Stripes,” the official national march of the United States.

... Sousa was named honorary chief by three Indian tribes.

... Sousa encouraged American composers by playing their compositions during his concerts.

*Sousa was ambivalent about the new technology including the phonograph and pre-recorded music. 
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