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Message from the President
Warm wishes are extended to all for a healthy and
prosperous new year of 2015. The word “warm” is
wishful thinking. Can you just imagine what it was like
for the Drake family living in the wilderness of the
plain fields of Westfield back in the 1740’s, 1750’s, …?
No central heating system, no running water, no
electricity, no indoor plumbing (only outhouses), no
storm windows, no insulation, no snow blowers, no ice
melt, and the list can go on and on.

The Drake family suffered through this winter of 17791780 in their small farmhouse along the Green Brook.
One can only imagine what it was like, trudging through
the snow to the well to get water and feeding the
livestock, washing and drying clothes -- everyday tasks
took monumental effort. One can only imagine what it
was like for Caesar who was a freed African American
and served as a teamster during the winter of 17791780. The Drake family and Caesar survived, just as the

During the Revolutionary War, the winter of 1779

Drake House has survived for over 269 years. What a

-1780 at the Morristown Encampment was the worst

treasure Plainfield has! Stop by for a visit, become a

winter of the 18

th

century and some say it was

America’s Worst Winter.

The Atlantic coastal plain

from North Carolina up the Northern coast was frozen

member or make a donation to support ongoing
projects, which include house maintenance, educational
programming, and the archival inventory project.

over, and navigation was impossible for over one
month. No Coast Guard cutters existed to open up the
waterway passages.

The Morristown Encampment

winter was worse than the winter of 1777-1778 at
Valley Forge.

To learn why Valley Forge is more

famous than the worst winter encampment in
Morristown, New Jersey, visit Morristown National
Historical

Park

or

go

to:

http://www.nps.gov/morr/index.htm

and

http://www.nps.gov/morr/faqs.htm.

Morristown

National Historical Park, New Jersey, is worth a day
trip.
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Plainfield Near and Far
Plainfield is referenced in many places outside the

of John Philip Sousa to American music and find

boundaries of the City limits.

Plainfield’s role in Sousa’s musical career.

Plainfield has a place in history in the Paul E. Bierley

The University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

papers. Paul E. Bierley wrote many books about John

Library Archives are the repository for the Paul E.

Philip Sousa, and was a leading expert on the life and

Bierley Papers, 1864-2002, The Sousa Archives and

music of John Philip Sousa. He was a lecturer during

Center for American Music. In Series 4: Paul Bierley

the Sousa Band Centennial held in Plainfield in

Professional Papers, ca. 1953 -2003; Sub-Series 5:

September 1992, and visited the Drake House

Paul E. Bierley Speaking Engagements; Box 75 –

Museum. Thanks to Paul E. Bierley, future generations

Folder 3: Plainfield, New Jersey, 26 September,

will have a better understanding of the contributions

1992, is mentioned.

Abraham Lincoln Mourning Ribbon in the Drake House Collections
April 14, 2015, marks the 150 th anniversary of the

10, 1864, and was mustered out on Sept. 4, 1864.

Assassination of President Abraham Lincoln at Ford’s

They were married in 1867. They lived in Rancocas,

Theatre, Washington, DC.

In the Drake House

New Jersey. Their daughter Ella married Richard

Collection is a mourning ribbon with a daguerreotype

Williams, and they lived in New York and then

image of President Lincoln. This mourning ribbon was

Plainfield. Stop by the Drake House to view this

re-discovered by former Trustee Jo-Ann Bandomer,

150 year old artifact and read the story of the

and it has been on display in a cabinet with other Civil

Hansell-Lippincott-Williams families.

War era artifacts in the second floor ballroom. The
ribbon is attached to a piece of paper with the
following notation: “Rosette worn at the time of the
mourning for the death of Abraham Lincoln by Ella
Hansell Lippincott, mother of Mrs. Ella Williams, former
resident of Plainfield, P. J. Westergard.”
The rosette is handmade with black fabric and red,
white and blue ribbon surrounding the daguerreotype
of Abraham Lincoln. Ella Hansell Lippincott was the
wife of Civil War Union officer, Lieutenant Richard R.
Lippincott, Company R, 23rd Pennsylvania Volunteers.
He was wounded at Spotsylvania Courthouse on May

Abraham Lincolm Mourning Ribbon
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Eighteenth Annual Tree Lighting a Success
The Historical Society of Plainfield celebrated its 18 th

picking the lucky tickets which were used to determine

annual Tree Lighting on Friday, December 12, 2014. In

the order of gift giving. It was a successful event with all

preparation for the Tree Lighting, Kean University intern

the

Leanne

tradition – in the true spirit of Christmas and the Holiday

Manna

decorated

the

four

Drake

House

Christmas Trees. This year, the big tree (located in the

right

trimmings;

community,

generosity

and

Season. And to all….it was a very good night.

ball room) theme was “Red, White, and Blue and Sousa
too” in honor our of John Philip Sousa exhibit.

Our sincere thanks to Harry Alister, Mike Franklin who
dressed as Santa, Leanne Manna, Mayor Adrian Mapp,

There was standing room only as families gathered

Councilman Cory Storch, Board of Trustees, and the

around the tree and were visited by Santa. It was a

volunteers and guests from our community for their

wonderful evening of festivities. It was especially nice to

efforts in making this evening such a great success!

see former board member Harry Ailster at the piano
leading the group in a round of wonderful renditions of
our favorite Christmas Carols.
Each year, a beautifully baked Gingerbread House is
raffled off to one lucky family. This year the Thurston
family from Plainfield was the lucky winner.
Cookies and hot apple cider were served and every child
went home with a gift of their own choosing. Mayor
Adrianne Mapp and Councilman Cory Storch assisted by
Mike Franklin dressed as Santa

Welcome New Intern Leanne
Leanne Manna is an 18 year old student at Kean University. There she studies history and has hopes to become a
museum curator or an archivist. She would like to attend graduate school and obtain a Master’s degree in museum
studies. Currently, she lives in Linden with her family. Every year for Four Centuries weekend Leanne's mom would take
her around to the different historic houses. Visiting the different museums is what really inspired her interest in
history. Four Centuries in a Weekend is also how she came to learn of the opportunity to intern at the Drake
House. Leanne is also an assistant leader with the Union County 4-H Living History Club, which she was a member of for
6 years.
2014-2015 Historical Society of Plainfield Board of Trustees
Nancy Piwowar (President), Gail Scott Bey (1 st Vice President), Molly Banta (2nd Vice President), Sandy
Gurshman (Recording Secretary), Carlos Cardozo (Treasurer), Liz D’Aversa, Andrea Kee, Paul Pannone,
Diane Pender, Elizabeth Rifino, Angela Williams, Robert H. Wilson

Page 4

Communiqué

March is Women’s History Month
Madame CJ Walker Speaks at the Drake House
The HSP/Drake House Museum is proud to present

earning a BA in Biology from Claflin College, a

Madame CJ Walker: “A Self-Made Woman” by

Master’s degree in Science Education from South

interpreter Dr. Daisy Century as part of our

Carolina University, and a PhD also in Science

celebration of Women’s History Month. Madame CJ

Education from Temple University. Her program is

Walker was an entrepreneur, a civil rights advocate,

funded by the Horizon Speakers Bureau of the NJ

and America’s first woman self-made millionaire.

Council for the Humanities.

She created her System of Beauty Culture and
founded a “hair growing” business and amassed her
fortune through hard work and innovation.

Our program will begin at 2:00 on Sunday, March
29, 2015, and will include a question and answer
period. Punch and cookies will be served.

She was dedicated to teaching other African
American women to succeed in business and also
dedicated to civil rights, educational and community
organizations. She took an active role and made
significant donations to the NAACP, YMCA, and to
black schools, orphanages, and retirement homes.
Dr. Daisy Century brings Madame CJ Walker to
life through a thoroughly researched, dramatically
intense portrayal. Dr. Century trained as a teacher,

Save the date!
March 29, 2015

The Historical Society of Plainfield received an operating support grant from the New Jersey Historical
Commission, a division of the Department of State. Funding has been made possible in part by the New
Jersey Historical Commission, a division of the Department of State through a grant administered by
the Union County Office of Cultural and Heritage Affairs, Department of Parks and Recreation; the
Garden State Historic Preservation Trust administered by the New Jersey Historic Trust/State of New
Jersey; the Union County Open Space, Recreation and Historic Preservation Trust Fund; the City of
Plainfield, the Plainfield Cultural and Heritage Commission; McCutchen Foundation; the Plainfield
Foundation; the Union Foundation; EJ Grassmann Trust; the Pond Foundation; the1772 Foundation in
cooperation with the New Jersey Historic Trust; and the New Jersey Cultural Trust Fund.

Communiqué

Page 5

Patricia Turner Kavanaugh Memorial Service and Reception
There will be a memorial service and reception for Patricia Turner Kavanaugh on Sunday, April 19, 2015 from 1
pm – 3 pm at The Wardlaw-Hartridge School located at 1295 Inman Avenue, Edison, NJ 08820.
Memorial contributions may be made to The Wardlaw-Hartridge School and the Plainfield Public Library
Children’s Room. A book of memories is being created, so send any recollections, stories, or funny moments that
you have shared with Pat to Tamica Lloyd.
Please email or send the recollections to:
Tamica Lloyd
The Wardlaw-Hartridge School
1295 Inman Avenue, Edison, NJ 08820
tlloyd@whschool.org
(908) 754-1882 Et. 150

Patricia Turner Kavanaugh was a long time member of the Historical Society of Plainfield who attended several
events and functions located at the Drake House Museum. She is truly missed by all who knew her.

Membership Donation Form
Name_________________________________ Date_____________________________
Address_______________________________ Phone____________________________
City, State, Zip_________________________ E-mail____________________________
[
[
[
[

]
]
]
]

Individual
$25.00
Family
$35.00
Sr. Citizen $15.00
Matching Fund $__________

[
[
[
[

]
]
]
]

Contributing
Sustaining
Corporate
Lifetime

$50.00
$100.00 or more
$100.00 or more
$500.00

Please make checks payable to: The Historical Society of Plainfield and mail to:
602 West Front Street, Plainfield, NJ 07060-1004. Membership donations are tax-deductible.

Dear Members, Friends, and Neighbors of the Drake House Museum,
Now in existence for 93 years, the Historical Society of Plainfield continues to expand
its programs and offerings to the community of Plainfield and surrounding areas. We
hope that you were able to take part in one or more of the exciting events that we
offered this year and experience firsthand the pride we take in supporting our local
history museum.
In order to fulfill our mission and provide local history services in our community, we
rely on the generosity of individuals and businesses for support. The assistance of
community-minded individuals just like you enables us to continue to preserve and
restore the Drake House Museum and to serve our community each year by providing
tours to local schools and community groups.
Local history is public history about people, places, and events. It is a look back into
the past to learn from the past and help shape a better future. Last year over 1,500
people, including 580 children, visited the Drake House or participated in off-site
lectures. These visitors came from 53 New Jersey municipalities, 7 states, and 1
foreign country. Drake descendants are finding their way to the Drake House
Museum to walk in the footsteps of their relatives. The Drake House website had
over 3,100 visits. The impact of local Plainfield area history is far and wide.
Please support our annual appeal by making a monetary donation. Our goal is
$25,000, and we hope that you will be able to make a contribution. Your generosity
will make a difference by allowing us to continue our local history work. The funds
raised will be used toward educational programming, preservation and restoration,
matching funds for grants, and general operating expenses.
Remember that every donation makes a difference, regardless of size and your
donation may be tax deductible.
You can also make your gift online: www.drakehouseplainfieldnj.org
Please come for a visit or visit the Drake House Museum website for programming
announcements.
Thank you in advance for your generous support!

Please support the Drake House Museum
in our efforts to preserve Plainfield’s
history.

